
The Presbyterian Women finished up this year of lunch and study by 
celebrating it's birthday. Rosemary, once again, led us in a wonderful 
study of the book of Luke and is excited to continue as our teacher for 
next year with a study of Joshua. Anne Dennis did a wonderful job as 
our moderator. Our elected moderator for next year is Elizabeth 
Baarda. We also awarded the "Lifetime Membership Award". There 
are so many who do so much but this year the recipient is Anne Dennis 
for her outstanding service to the church. She is seen in the photo with 
past recipients of the award. If you were not able to join us this year, 
watch for news about next year. It is a delightful opportunity to grow 
spiritually thru the study and physically with the delicious lunches :) 
And of course, the fellowship is the best! 
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FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE  
So that our hosts and hostesses may have a break, there will be 
no receptions after church for the months of June and July. 
Look for announcements of special receptions that will occur 
during our summer months. Regularly scheduled receptions 
will resume in August. 

NURSERY SCHEDULE 
If you would like to help with the Nursery, please contact Anne 
Smart @ 478-452-4109.  Thank you for your help. 
 

June 7 Anne Smart 
June 14 Betty Thompson 
June 21 Joel Burns 
June 28 Elizabeth Baarda 

THE OPEN DOOR 
THE OPEN DOOR community is in need of many items. The list is 
too long for the newsletter but will be posted on the bulletin board    
outside of the office. If you can donate, please leave items in the       
designated box and they will be picked up when the folks come for the 
Prison Family Lunch. They are always appreciative of your             
generosity. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
At its stated meeting on May 18, the session took the following actions: 

1. Accepted the resignation of Roger Stembridge as Treasurer. 
2. Elected Anne Dennis to be Treasurer. 

 Altars, Albs, and Amen’s 
 

Start talking about the sanctuary in a Presbyterian 
Church and reasonably intelligent people find they 
have a lack of vocabulary.  Some of this is a result of 
being somewhat nonconforming when it comes to our 
worship and its setting.  Some may be that Sunday 
school and confirmation classes usually cover “what” 
we do, but not “why” we do it.  And frankly, some of it 
may go under the heading of “who cares?”  I have heard 
some strange wording around FPC so let me go over the 
highlights.   
 

Altar  – We do not have altars in Presbyterian Churches (even if 
Grandma wants to place flowers on the altar when little Tommy is 
Christened).  Altars are a place of sacrifice.  We believe that Christ 
made the one and only sacrifice necessary – never to be repeated.  So 
why would we need an altar? The Catholic Church has an altar       
because during the mass they believe Christ is suffering again and 
again for our sin.  Some Protestant churches have altars so that one 
comes to the place of sacrifice to receive communion.  John Calvin 
taught us that communion belonged to the people, not the clergy, and 
thus with no future sacrifices expected, and no priests to dole out   
communion, there was no need of an altar.   
 

Chancel - The chancel area is what we have in the space where one 
would expect to find an altar.  It covers most of the front of the      
sanctuary excluding the choir loft, which in the Presbyterian Church is 
called a choir loft.  The loft itself can be located behind the chancel, in 
the balcony, or in any other designated place. Tommy’s grandma may 
place some flowers in the chancel area, but not for his Christening. 
(See below) 
 

Christ candle – The Christ candle and a candle symbolizing the    
presence of the Holy Spirit are frequently found in the chancel area of 
a Presbyterian Church, usually on the communion table.  In this 
church we have a Peace candle as well.  The Christ candle is placed to 
the congregation’s right in the chancel area and always lit first and  
extinguished last.  We carry a lit taper to show that the Light of Christ 
is never extinguished.   
 

Alb – A great name for the robes that the acolytes wear.  They may 
also be worn by others who participate in the service.   
 

Christening – We don’t do it.  We baptize.  What we call the Baptist 
Church began as the “Anti-Baptist” church.  They were anti infant 
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Phone: (478) 452-9394    E-mail: fpchurch@windstream.net   Website: www.fpchurch.org 

We are on the radio 
Our Worship service is broadcast on WKZR (102.3 FM.) every Sunday Morning at 11:00 a.m. 

***** 
We join with our brothers and sisters at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church and First United Methodist Church to bring to the community 

the Protestant Hour at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings on WKZR (102.3 FM). 
Elders: Frankie Holder, Donna Gautier, Reba Vaughan, Tom Woods, Marianne Edwards, Linda McKnight, Joe Owens, Ruby Wertz, Rosemary Begemann, 
Robert Lamb, Dean Clark, Roy Phillips 

Deacons: Debbie Lamsma, Anne Dennis, Jan Clark, Lin McKnight, Debbie Harshbarger, Katy McGill, Bill Wertz, Mary Carlton, Anne Smart,                   
Louise Sallstrom, Faye Heal, Hagan Thompson 

baptism.  Some other Protestant churches began to scratch 
their heads and decided to have some sort of a formal 
naming process called (you’re gonna love this one)    
paedobaptism.  The name didn’t catch on.  Go figure?  
They changed it to “Christening.”  The problem was  
after the “Christening” these churches saw no reason to 
do something else called baptism, so the Christening  
became another name for infant baptism.   
 

Amen – In one church I served we encouraged children 
and adults to participate in the service as Lay Readers.  
They read the announcements, led the prayers, etc.  One 
serious 8 year old girl came into my office to rehearse for 
her big Sunday.  After she solemnly read the prayer she 

looked at me and said, “I’m not going to say, ‘Amen’ because I believe 
God listens to all women too.”   
 

Wow! Has this word been run through the mill when it comes to      
ecclesial debate.  In Hebrew is means so be it or truly.  The idea was 
that so be it (in Hebrew only, please) was uttered at the end of one’s 
prayer, or as a personal affirmation when someone else prayed aloud.   
Then we put amen on the end of hymns.  Just when everyone got used 
to singing Amen, some powers that be decided that if we all were 
“agreeing” on the words to the hymn and since not all hymns are 
prayers (some praise) then the Amen was inappropriate. Amen is 
shouted in some churches if they like what the preacher is saying.  
Churches that want to stop applause have started shouting Amen, sort 
of like shouting bravo at a concert.  As Vonnegut said, “And so it goes. 
And so it goes.”  We may come to the end of time before we agree on 
when  Amen is and is not the proper response.  
 

In the meantime, the weather is getting warmer so I plan to wear my 
alb instead of my robe. I hope all you paedobaptised, baptized, or 
Christened folks come before our chancel area and shout Amen. 
 

~Gaye Brown 

Youth Worker:  
Tyler Pearson 

Christina Hayes 

Organist: 
Kate Phillips 

Pastor: 
Rev. Gaye 

Dir. of Music: 
Jennifer Flory, D.M.A. 

Admin. Assistant: 
Julie Martin  

Child Care Provider: 
Lauren Van Wicklen 

CALLED SESSION MEETING  
There will be a Called Session meeting June 1st at 7:00 pm.  
They will be going over the final version of the church         
information form and everyone is welcome. 



IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Our symapthy and prayer go out to the family of Sharon Piro who died 
May 22nd. 
 

Long-term Illness: Earl Burchfield , Mary Lucik’s brother-in-law, 
suffering from cancer and heart problems; Robbie White, friend of 
Deanna & Jack Bivins, living with cancer; Hazel Long, at daughter’s 
home in Columbus, GA; Edith Roberson, Holley Cowan’s mother-
in-law, at Green Acres; Haley Judd, great-granddaughter of Reba 
Vaughan, is suffering from Wergener’s syndrome; Merle 
Hamburger, Mary Beth Hamburger’s husband, undergoing chemo 
and radiation for a tumor; Tom Murphy , Kathy Carroll’s brother,    
living with colon cancer; Phillis Martin , Faye Heal’s sister, living with 
cancer; Nancy Flinchbaugh, Faye Heal’s  sister-in-law, living with 
cancer; John Roberts, Bill Werts brother, in long term acute care.  
Assisted Living: Herbert Chandler, at Green Acres Nursing Home; 
Claire Ritchie, at Brantley’s Assisted Living Community; Betty 
Dawson, at Green Acres Nursing Home. 
Military Service: Zane Brown, friend of Ben and Donna Gautier,   
deployed to Iraq; SrA Shawn L. Ward, husband of Veronica Ward 
and son-in-law of Donna and Thomas Matta, serving in Korea; SSG 
Chris Lepine, son of Debbie and John Lamsma serving a second tour 
in Iraq; Nelson Nissley, a Chaplain in Iraq. 
Other: James Chiang, Tsu-Ming Yao’s father, at home; Jean Wade, 
recovering after surgery; Tom Lucik, recovering from surgery; Bob 
Peavy, recovering from surgery at the Macon Coliseum; Winn       
Jefferson, recovering at home; Wister Ritchie, hospice care; Donna 
Gautier, recovering from heart attack; Ray Hitchcock, in hospice care 
at home. 

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
The following are members of the PNC: Rosemary Begemann, Joel 
Burns, Jan Clark, Holley Cowan, John Lamsma and Nancy Miller. If 
you have any issues, concerns or suggestions, please feel free to contact 
any member of the PNC. 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please have any announcements for the bulletin in to the church  office 
by Wednesday of each week. You can either email the announcement 
to fpchurch@windstream.net or put it in the Administrative Assistant’s 
box located in the church office. PARKING NOTICE  

We encourage those who are able, to park over in the Magnolia 
Bank parking lot.  We have a limited amount of handicapped   
parking and we need to keep those spots available for those 
who truly need them. Thank you. 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK UNDER THE ROOF, 
BLOCKING THE BANK’S ATMs!  

MAGNIFIERS and BINOCULARS    
    VIPs and guests met May 20th for an entertaining 
and informative program.  The low vision trainer and 
representative of Echenbach Co, T.A. Maurer, gave a 
brief history of magnification and binocular products 
for persons with low vision. He brought many types of 
both for us to try and gave instructions on how to use 
each.  Before purchasing a hand held magnifier or    
binocular it is important to know your field of vision/
visual acuity. Purchase a good aid which carries a life 
time warranty. A binocular should also have adjustable 
focus.  
     Group members were able to see and use superior 
aides not available in catalogs. Avoid those made in 
China. Seek the help of a low vision specialist. T.A. 
identified the few in Georgia. Many in our group     
recommend a trip to the Center for the Visually        
Impaired in Atlanta. CVI has a low vision specialist 
and a new Visibility Shop.  Best of all, an evaluation is 
FREE for senior citizens who live in a county having 
United Way. 
     Next meeting is June 17th. All interested persons are 
welcome. 

Martha    Milladene    Marjorie    Harry   Anne 

OUR GIFTS IN THE SECOND QUARTER 
Missions and gifts given in the second quarter 
Mother’s Day offering  $  536.00 
Habitat for Humanity  $1200.00 

PRISON FAMILY LUNCH  
We all enjoyed a meal together on Saturday, May 16th, although our 
visitors arrived under cloudy skies and had a few misadventures getting 
here. The mood was cheerful, the food was good and the decorations 
were patriotic. It makes a great combination. Many thanks to our     
volunteers who worked with cheerful hearts and great speed (we were 
finished by 1:30!) Vera and Lonnie Bales, Lin and Linda McKnight, 
JF Yao, Nancy Holbrook, and Glenda Kohlhagen.  
Our next Prison Family Lunch will be on June 20th. If you'd like to 
join in the fun and fellowship please call Anne Dennis or Debbie 
Lamsma. It will do your heart good! 

CHURCH WORK DAY  
The church work day of April 25 was a time of much activity on the 
corner of Wayne and Greene streets. With Fred’s bucket truck the     
gutters became accessible to cleaning all around the church and the 
bucket-man and the ground-crew removed the sodden oak leaf contents 
to places where they were neither obstructive nor unsightly. Inside the 
building there was an impressive array of activities from the basement 
to the upstairs classrooms and from the sanctuary to the kitchen. Smoke 
alarms were installed in several locations. In the sanctuary pews were 
cleaned and polished. In the parlor shredders were manned and          
financial records outside the statute of storage limits were shredded. 
Much effort by both youth and adults was put into making the youth 
worker office into an inviting and organized space. Window AC units 
were installed in the upstairs sunday School room, and the filters in all 
of the window AC units were cleaned or replaced. In the bowels 
of the building (read basement) much dirt and debris was removed to 
greatly improve the quality of the air being circulated for the lungs of 
congregants and organ alike. From the kitchen, snacks and drinks were 
served to all and sundry with bracing and invigorating results. The   
property committee feels that it is right and proper for all of those   
working and supporting to savor these moments of worship through 
physical activity and care for property dedicated to our congregational 
life. 



THE GREEN CORNER 
 
The Green Corner Hallway is rapidly filling up with the recycled and             
repurposed items that you are faithfully contributing and, as suggested and     
approved by the Session, we will move informative displays to a more visible 
location in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you again for your continued support of 
this effort to reduce waste by recycling and repurposing items you would      
otherwise discard in the trash. As you encounter other ways to divert items from 
the landfills to charitable organizations or another purpose, please contact the 
Green Initiative so we can set up a new collection bin. 
 
Many eco-minded communities designate “ROT” (in the form of composting) 
as the fourth “R” in the “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” mantra. Did you know that 
more than 60% of household waste in the United States is recyclable or    

COMPOSTABLE, but Americans only compost 8% of their waste? Also, the U.S. has lost half of it topsoil since 
1960, and we continue losing topsoil 17 times faster than nature can create it. Read how to successfully compost your 
kitchen and yard waste in the following advice from resident “Green Thumb”, Lin McKnight. 
 
With summer here, people are doing yard maintenance and vegetable gardening and wonder where to put the yard 
waste. Don’t throw it away! Compost it!  
 
Collect your grass clippings, hedge trimmings and kitchen scraps (minus meats and greasy foods) and pile it up in the 
back corner of your yard. In four years it will deteriorate into compost, but with effort you can speed up the process in 
four to six weeks! Add water when dry and mix it often to give it air. To raise the optimal temperature for               
deterioration to 160 degrees, add nitrogen in the form of chicken, horse or cow manure or even green grass and leaf 
clippings. Turn often with a pitchfork or a composting drum. Either way, it can then be tilled into dirt to make a very 
productive garden soil. We call it “Black Gold” – it works magic in the garden! 
 
Mulch (fresh wood chips, etc.) cannot be tilled into the soil because it takes all the nitrogen out which can do more 
harm than good. It must first be composted to work. But in the summer heat, apply mulch at an optimum depth of 
four inches for trees and plants to conserve moisture in the soil and keep the weeds out. Mulch helps maintain an 
even soil temperature throughout the year and has slow release fertilizer value as well. 
 
The two most important things you can do to a mature garden are: Prune and Mulch. Maybe our next lesson will be 
on proper pruning techniques!  
 
 
 

CONSIDER BEING A TUTOR  
 
Are you looking for an opportunity to make a huge difference in someone else's life? Consider being a tutor in the 
Adult Education Program (AEP) at Central Georgia Technical College (CGTC), here in Milledgeville. You will be 
trained to teach an individual who has been disadvantaged his/her entire life by the inability to read. CGTC's AEP 
uses the highly successful Barton System, endorsed by the California Department of Education. 
The Barton Reading & Spelling System is a one-on-one tutoring system that can greatly improve the spelling,      
reading, and writing skills of children, teenagers or adults who struggle due to being "Text Challenged". All materials 
needed for you to tutor an individual in the CGTC's AEP will be supplied to you. This is a long-term, but highly     
rewarding commitment which involves one-on-one tutoring sessions of approximately 45 to 60-minutes twice a 
week. More information about the Barton System is available at the website: www.bartonreading.com. You can also 
call Debbie Harshbarger at 453.0797, who attended a recent training session at CGTC. 
 
If you are interested in being a tutor, call Rose Harris, VISTA Leader, with the CGTC's AEP at 478.445.0869 for   
information or email her at rharriscgtc@gmail.com. 
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June 9th 
Glen & Glenda Kohlhagen 

 

June 11th 
Joe & Charlotte Owens 

 

June 12th 
Wister & Jerry Ritchie 

 

June 16th 
Dave & Elizabeth Baarda 

 

June 17th  
Chuck & Ruth Treptow 

 

June 18th  
Danny & Helen Danuser 

 

June 22nd  
Danny & Carolyne Larson 

 

June 24th 
Bob & Virginia Herndon 

J.F. & Tsu-Ming Yao 
 

June 25th 

Bill & Ruby Werts 
Bill & Jennifer Flory 

 

June 26th 
Bradley & Sue Gladin 

 

June 30th 
Gerald & Karen Grimes 

  9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
Fellowship Following Worship 

June 2nd 
Shirley Stillwell 

Patrick Piro 
 

June 4th 
Otto Morrison 
Nancy Miller 

 

June 6th 
Ken McGill 

 

June 7th 
K. C. McGill 
Bobby Peavy 

 

June 8th  
Gloria Burns 

 

June 9th 
Sharon Thompson 

 

June 14th 
Michael Phillips 

 

June 15th  
Jerry Ritchie 

George Thompson 
 

June 16th  
Nan Rogers 

 

June 17th  
Deanna Bivins 
JoAnn Manley 

 

June 19th 
Ray Hitchcock 

 

June 20th 
Terry Glover 

 

June 22nd 
Bob McMillan 

 

June 27th  
Amy Smith 

 

June 28th 
Anne Dennis 

June 2009 

Anniversaries 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
 1 

4:30 Worship 
Committee 
5:30 Christian 
Education 
7:00 Called 

2 
4:30 CS&M 
 

3 
6:30 Covered-Dish Supper 
7:15 Study Group 

4 
10:00 So-So Sewers 
6:30 IOBI 
7:00 Choir 

5 
 

6 
 

7   
5:00 Koinonia (Youth) 

8 
4:30 E&CG 
5:30 Stewardship  
        & Finance 

9 
4:00 Personnel 
7:30 Property 
Committee 

10 
5:30 Deacons Meeting 
6:30 Covered-Dish Supper 
7:15 Study Group 

11 
10:00 So-So Sewers 
7:00 Choir 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
5:00 Koinonia (Youth) 

15 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
Session Meeting   

Cancelled 

16 
 

17 
10:30 VIP Meeting 
6:30 Covered-Dish Supper 
7:15 Study Group 

18 
10:00 So-So Sewers 
2:00 LIR - Reading 
3:00 LIR - Writing 
6:30 IOBI 

19 
 

20 
12:00 Prison 
Lunch 

21       Father’s Day 
5:00 Koinonia (Youth) 

22 
5:00 Milledgeville 
         Cares 
 

23 
 

24 
6:30 Covered-Dish Supper 
7:15 Study Group 

25 
10:00 So-So Sewers 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28     
5:00 Koinonia (Youth) 

29 30     


